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Former Vice Chairman James Sharp has taken on the role of Chairman 
from Colin Watts who will be focusing on his role as a Trustee. 

James explained how delighted he is with the new leadership role.

He said: “It is right up there with one of the proudest points of my life 
so far. I have worked with Higham now for nearly 10 years, firstly as a 
coach and then as part of the committee. The last three years I have 
been in the vice-chairman role focusing more on developing the club 
and supporting the chairman. 

“There is so much that goes on behind the scenes and I have the 
pleasure of working with a very dedicated and pro-active team of 
people. Colin has been a cornerstone to the club and I have learnt 
a lot from him over the years, so it’s great to see him continue as a 
trustee and hopefully this will give him time to relax and enjoy more 
family time, which he deserves. 

“We all thank Colin for the huge efforts and sacrifices he has made 
over the years. I hope that I can bring the same level of integrity and 
drive as we move forward into these new chapters of life at Higham 
Town FC. 

“We have very exciting and busy times ahead and it’s great to see 
the club developing in so many ways each and every week. Having 
worked so closely with the club now for many years, I am very 

There have been some exciting 
developments at the club including 
the appointment of new positions.

focused on ensuring we can provide the best in local football and 
become the benchmark for those around us to measure against. 

“I would like to thank the committee for their confidence and 
continued voluntary support in ensuring the club remains in a strong 
position. Lastly, I would like to thank all the parents and players 
for investing their confidence in our club and its coaches, we see 
ourselves as one big family and that ethos will always remain one of 
our core aims.”

Colin added: “It has been a fantastic journey and a privilege to serve 
as chairman for the last 11 years at Higham Town FC.

“I still intend to be involved at the club along with my trustee role as 
there is still so much to do with regard to the clubhouse build project.

“It seemed a natural time to hand over to James Sharp as we have 
worked together on the project for the last three years and he has 
been instrumental in all aspects of club development and CV19 safety 
at the club.

“I wish him well and every success in his new role and I urge everyone 
connected with Higham Town FC to fully get behind these new times 
and support James in his chairmanship. Thanks to everyone for your 
fantastic support.

 CHAIRMAN TRUSTEE



We welcome some new 

coaches to the club including:
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The club is delighted to officially announce 
it has signed a 30-year renewal on its lease 
with The Duchy of Lancaster as plans to 
develop the new clubhouse and improved 
facilities gathers pace.

The significant step marks the latest phase of development for 
securing the future of the club as moves are underway for the 
next phase of the planned redevelopment.

We were pleased that so many of you could be a part 
of this year’s annual Club Youth Presentation Day. 

Due to the pandemic we had to host a virtual ceremony and it was great that so 
many players, parents, volunteers and coaches could watch the event which we 
streamed live. It was great that lots of you got into the spirit of the occasion and 
watched the proceedings from the comfort of your own homes and gardens!

Thanks again to Mark Swindells, General Manager at Croyland Car Megastore who 
are our club sponsor and continue to support the club including the most recent 
investment from the business to provide additional spare kit for our teams. 

We are delighted to welcome 
some new faces to the team 
here at Higham.

Kayley Barnes is part of our Fundraising  team 
and has her own subcommittee. Fundraising is 
vital for the club and Kayley is always looking for 
helpers to join the team. Please get in touch if 
you can help. 

Rebecca Wooding is our new Results Secretary 
and is an experienced Quality Assurance auditor 
who is very detail-orientated. She ensures our 
results come in on time and are reported to the 
FA/League accordingly.

Marc Harrison  
U9’s Ferrers Assistant Coach 

Marc said: “My son Addison started playing football for 
Higham in the under 7’s. He moved over to the ferrers team 
this year from Colts. After stopping playing football myself a 
couple of years ago I jumped at the opportunity when asked 
to help Damo and Luke with some coaching. We started the 
year with pretty much a fresh team and the boys’ attitude to 
learn and develop has been fantastic. 

“I’m really excited for the season and watching the boys grow 
on their journey in ‘the beautiful game’. They are a great bunch 
of lads who really enjoy their football. We try to play the game 
the right way and the support from the parents has been 
brilliant. Here’s to a great season with a great bunch of kids.” 

Luke Byles   
U9’s Ferrers Assistant Coach

Luke said: “My sons joined Higham last season 
and from the start I was really impressed 
with the set up and professionalism the club 
showed. I enjoyed being there to watch their 
training sessions and games and when offered 
to help out by the coach of the under 9’s (top 
man by the way) I jumped at the opportunity. 
All of the coaching staff for Ferrers u9’s have 
the same views and what direction we want 
the team to go in and we are looking forward 
to what our team can achieve together in  
the future.”

Ricky Simpson  
new coach for the U7’s

Ricky is an internationally experienced coach who has spent 
the last 11 years working in Dubai. Ricky help set up and 
establish Dubai FC as the most successful and largest amateur 
football in the Dubai league. 

Ricky worked across all age groups from U6’s all the way 
through to the over 35’s. Now working with Higham U7’s 
Ricky hopes to contribute to the success of Higham FC in the 
future, helping develop the next generation of young players.

SIGNED, SEALED
DELIVEREDAND

VIRTUAL CELEBRATIONS

We will need to raise as much money as possible in support of 
our big re-build project which will take in the region of two years 
to complete. 

While we are busy seeking commercial support there is the 
opportunity for everyone to play a part in the club’s exciting 
future and we would welcome donations of any amount to help 
our ongoing fundraising efforts.

NEW FACES



Croyland Car Megastore,  
Northampton Road, Rushden,  
Northants NN10 6GA croylandcarmegastore.co.uk

T: 01933 413 415

Don’t just take our word for it! Let our 
customers tell you about their experience 
buying with us. Visit our website and you 
can read our customer experiences.

New stock arriving 
daily with more than 
20 brands available

All our vehicles are

Every vehicle sold comes with a 
Croyland approved pre-purchase 
vehicle inspection as standard.

A FREE  
history check

3 months FREE warranty 
with all vehicles

12 Months FREE 
breakdown cover

Pre-Purchase  
Vehicle inspection

While the club is always keen to 
welcome new members we also need 
enthusiastic, energetic fundraisers to 
work with the club committee to help 
our club-house build project.

We are also in need of corporate sponsors to support the 
re-build and would like to hear from any organisation who 
would like to be part of the funding being raised towards 
this project.

Anyone interested is urged to get in touch with us today 
and contact us via email at

club-secretary@highamtownfc.co.uk

A balloon release was held at the club 
ground in memory of Alex Morris. 
It has been 10 years since Alex passed away and he is very much missed 
by everyone at the club. 

To mark the 10th anniversary we held the balloon release at the club 
which was attended by some of the coaches, committee members and 
players who knew Alex.

Alex was a youth player with Higham who suffered heart failure while 
at the club. After this happened the club installed an AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator) on site and all coaches undertake first-aid training. 
We also have a special memorial garden at the club in his memory. 

When the global pandemic struck we 
let everyone know that during these 
uncertain times we would not expect 
payment of subs.

We are pleased to say that 98% of members have 
continued paying subs throughout the Covid-19 crisis 
and we thank you for your ongoing generosity which 
continues to provide vital support for the club during these 
challenging times. 

Chairman James Sharp added: “We want to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who has continued to play subs 
during the Covid-19 crisis; we have been taken aback by 
everyone’s generosity which helps in our efforts  
to secure covid grants and available funding  
wherever possible. It demonstrates our  
continued togetherness at the club  
during these uncertain times.”

IN MEMORY OF 
ALEX MORRIS (1994 - 2010) 

HELP WANTED

Alex Morris memorial garden

A BIG
THANK YOU
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